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carried on. When in London, I, having
gone home under the auspices of the late
Legislative Council, had the honour of
being made an honorary member of no less
than seven clubs, and I do not remember
ever having observed any drinking. Take
our own Weld Club: you can pass through
it any day and see many there, but you sel-
dom kee anything being drunk. Clubs are
established for social purposes, to enable
men to meet together and exchangeideas, or
toenjoyalittlerecreation in a billiard room,
or read in the librery; they are not for
drinking purposes. I should be very
glad to see the working men have a club
established on these lines—not for drink-
ing, but for recreation—and I cannot but
help thinking that if such a club were
established it wonld do a great deal of
ﬁﬁf,fl' and probably prevent many of the
inking habits among this class of peo-
Ple we now all lament. Such being the
case, I do not think we should place any
reatriction on elubs. A fee of £5 a year
is nothing to a club like the Weld Club,
but it would in many cases deter a
working-men’s club from being estab-
lished. In my amendments I propose
that the fee shall be £5, but not pay-
able annually, and T should much prefer
even to see that swept away altogether.
I have no desire to press this Bill to
a second reading to-day. 'We have plenty
of time, and as far as I can see we
will enjoy each other’s company for some
considerable period yet, we having the
Electoral Act, the Education Act, and
other measures to come before us. If,
therefore, any hon, members wish the de-
bate adjourned I shall not object. I
move the second reading of the Bill.

Tae How. J. W. HACEETT : I move
that the debate be adjourned until Thurs-
day next.

Question put and passed.

Debate adjourned.

ENGINE SPARKS FIRE PREVENTION
BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legisla-
tive Assembly, and was read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council, at 810 o’clock p.m., ad-
journed until Thuredsay, 14th September,
at 4-30 o'clock p.m.
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Fegislative Bssembly,
Tuesday, 12th September, 1893

Leave of Absence to Mr. Loton—Loan Bill, 1893: in
committes—Adjournment.

Tae SPEAKER toeok the chair at 2-30
p.m.

PrAYERs.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MR. LOTON.
On the motion of Mz. PaErLLIPs, leave
of absence for fourteen days was granted
to the hon. member for the Swan.

LOAN BILL, 1893.
IN COMMITTEE.

Debate continued on Item No. 1.—
“Completion of Yilgarn Railway, £34,000.”

Mz. R. F. SHOLL said they were told
yesterday by the Commissioner of Rail.
ways that this additional sum was required
for providing a water supply; he should
like to ask the Commissioner whether, in
originally estimating the cost of this
railway, the question of water supply was
taken into consideration ?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said that the
Engineer-in-Chief had not been in a
position to form any idea of the cost of
water conservation on this line until after
the contract for the comstruction of the
line had been accepted.

Me. R. F. SHOLL thought that ac-
cording to the evidence of the Engineer-
in-Chief himself, he did form an idea
of the cost of providing water. He was
referring to the evidence given before
the select commiftee that sat to con.
sider the route of thiz railway. Ome
of the questions agked the Engineer.in-
Chief by the cheirman of the coramittee
was this; “In your abstract, showing the
estimated cost of the railway both for the
York and the Northam route, I notice
there is a speetal mention, at the end of
the estimate for the York route, of water
services, £750, which is not so apparent,
without examination, in the estimate of
the Northam route; will vou please
explain ?” The Engineer-in-Chief, in
reply, said: *“The fact of the maitter is,
there were three water services provided
on both routes, and in the Northam route
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the cost of these services waa included
in the estimate for the sections, but in the
York route it was found to have been
forgotten when the sections were esti-
mated, and so it was added at the end in
a lump sum.” 1t was evident from that
answer that the cost of the water service
was included in the estimate. In anawer
to another question, the Engineer-in-Chief
said there were reservoirs along the route,
and Mr. Piesse put this question to him:
“The difficulty would probably be in fil-
ling those reservoirs, except in exceptional
seagons. We found the same diffieulty on
the Great Southern line, until the seasons
favoured the Company; and T think you
will find that these reservoirs will scarcely
be filled for years, with such a limited
rainfall, and that it will be necessary for
you to haul your water ?” The Engineer-
m-Chief's answer to that was: “ We quite
reckon we shall, at first.”’ It was therefore
very evident from his answers to the
committee, that the question of water
supply was taken into consideration in
the original estimate. Yet they were now
asked to vote an extra £34,000, mainly,
if not entirely, for this purpose.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said that
the evidence referred to did not disclose
the fact that any estimate had been made
of the cost of providing a continuous
supply of water along the route; it simply
referred to the tanks and the pumping of
water for the engines, and did not in-
clude the cost of reservoirs. The En.
gineer-in-Chief never meant that. Mem-
bers would know that it was & most
difficult problem indeed to discover water
along that route, and that the only way
would be by means of reservoirs.

" Mg. R. F. SHOLL said he must join
issue with the hon. member that the
Engineer-in-Chief did not refer to reser-
voirs. Mr. Piesse put the question to
him— The difficulty would probably be
in filling these reservoirs, ete.?” and the
Engineer-in-Chief's answer was that they
quite reckoned on that, at first. He also
said that there were reservoirs along the
route at-that time, before the contract
was ever entered into.

Mr. CLARKSON said he was glad
that the Government were at last alive to
the necessity of providing a water supply
along this line. He was not sure that
they were not under-estimating it now.
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He thought this was one of the most
serious matters which the Government
had to attend to, not only along the line,
but at the other end too.

Me. R. F. SHOLL thought it was the
duty of the Government, when submitting
estimates of a line of railway to that
House, to make proper provision for
everything.

Tee PrEmiee (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
This was an estimate made before survey,

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said that in any
cage proper estimates should be prepared,
even although there might not be suffi-
cient money available at the time to carry
out the whole work. It was simply mis.
leading the House to come there, and say
that such a work would cost so much,
and get 4 vote for it on that understand-
ing; and, afterwards, come down with 2
supplementary estimate. Complete esti-
mates should be prepared, so that the
House and the country should know ex-
actly what any particular work was going
to cost. They were led to believe that in
all probability the cost of the works on
the schedule of the last Loan Bill had
been over-estimated, and that there would
be a large balance to the credit of the
loan ; but no wthey were asked to sanction
a fresh lean. It was like an architect
for a house giving you an estimate of the
cost, and then bringing in a bill for a
large amount for extras. He did not
think that architect would be likely to be
employed often afterwards. He thought
these things showed a want of forethought
and a want of competency on the part of
whoever was responsible for this estimate.
He thought it was ridiculous to say that
the necessity for providing a water supply
along a line of railway through a water-
less country could not have been foreseen.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said it was almost marvellous how close
the estimates of the Government in regard
to the cost of the railways included in the
Loan Act of 1891 had proved, considering
that they had no surveys at the time to go
by. The estimate for this Yilgarn line was
£2.000 a mile, the estimated distance
being 162 miles, which gave .£324,000.
The actual distance was afterwards found
to be 170 miles, and the cost per mile
was £2,100, including this £84,000 now
asked for. He thought the original
estimate was extraordinarily close, con-

_sidering all the circumstances.
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M=z, R. F. SHOLL said he understood
that a large item in connection with the
cost of this line was the amount of com-
pensation to be paid for the land resumed
at Northam. But he had always been
under the impression that the Northam
people promised to give the Government
the land, if the line went through their
town.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said they
did not know how it would be settled yet,
but provision must be made in the event
of the Government having to pay com-
pensation. They would mot spend a
fraction more in compensation than they
were compelled to do. It was true that
the residents of Northam signed a paper,
according to which they were quite pre-
pared to take any reasonable offer the
Government might feel inclined to malke
for their land ; and it had struck him at
the time that there might be & consider-
able Qifference of opinion between what
the Grovernment considered reasonable to
offer and what the residents of Northam
considered reasonable to accept. A large
quantity of this land, however, would be
resumed without any compensation what-
ever. At the same time it was only wise
and proper to make provision for any
claims that might come in, and the Gov-
ernment had made that provision to the
extent of £5,000, although nothing like
that might be necessary.

Me. RICHARDSON asked if there
was nothing legally binding about the
document which the Northam people
signed ? If it was not worth more than
the paper it was written on, he did not
think the Government had a right to
accept it as a sufficient guarantee. On
the other hand, if it was a genuine docu-
ment, and the Northam people meant
what they said, couldn’t they be made to
adhere to it ¥

M. CLARESON said he was present
when that document was signed by some
of the inhabitants of Northam, and he
was certainly of opinion that it was to
this effect: that they would make no
claim upon the Government for the land
resumed for the purposes of this railway.
He had spoken, however, to several of
them since, and they seemed to make a
joke of it. He thought if the hon. mem-
ber for the Gascoyne was as well
acquainted with the people of Northam
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as he was, he would knmow that £5000
was not likely to be at all too much to
provide compensation for them, as they
had a very extravagant opinion as to the
value of their Jand.

Me. R. F. BHOLL said he did not
believe in the Government taking land
without compeneation, as a rule; but
this was an exceptional case. The resi-
dents of Northam, it appeared, wade a
definite promise to the Government that
if this line went through their town they
would malke no claim for compensation ;
and, if they were dishonest enough to
take advan of any legal quibble
now, he thought the Government should
exercise every legal right they had to
compel them to stick to their agreement.
He thought it was an outrageous thing
that these people should sign that docu-
ment in order to induce the railway to
be taken through Northam, as ugainst
York, and that they should now go back
from their bargain.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
gaid that all he ever understood from the
Northam people was that they would
take what the Government offered them,
or that they would not demand anything
more than the Government, offered them.
He did not suppose that everyone in the
town had agreed to that, but he belisved
a great many did; and he thought that,
until they actvally refused to carry out
that arrangement, it was not quite fair
for. members to abuse them. He es-
pected they would find the Northam
people honest envugh to keep their word,
In any case, this offer of the people of
Northam had never influenced him in
the least as regards taking the line
throagh that town. 8till he had o
doubt they would adhere to their ar-
rangement.

Mr. MONGER thought, as this pro-
bably might be the very last opportunity
he should have of pointing out to the
Government the one great mistake they
had committed, the one great blot in the
history of the Forrest Ministry up to the
present time, it was necessary that he
should refer to a portion of the Engineer-
in-Chief’s evidence before the select com-
mittee appointed to consider the question
of whether this line should start from
Northam or York. It appeared that the
Engineer-in-Chief considered that the
only saving in the cost of the two lines,
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in favour of Northam, was simply the
“ capitalisation value of the saving in
. haulage.” This, he reckoned, would prob-
ably be £30,000,-—*“on the assumption
that there would be a considerable traffic
from the port of Fremantle.” That was
the only point in the evidence which in.
duced the members of the House at that
time to grant this great coucession to a
town which, he said without fear of
contradiction, was most unworthy of it.
The Engineer-in-Chief estimated that the
cost of the two lines would be ahout
the same,—£269,000 from Northam, and
£265,000 from York. Tn those figures
no caleculation was made as to the amount
that would have to be paid for com-
pensation for land through which the
line would rumn; it was simply put down
in both cases to be the same, and that
was—nothing. He concluded that the
- reason for making no allowance for com-
* pensation for land was attributable to
the pledge given by the people of Northam
that no claim would ever be made upon
the Grovernment for compensation if the
line started from their town. But he
was sorry to say that the people of
Northam had very much altered since
the line had been started ; and, when the
Government came to reckon with them
" as to the value they put upon their land,
they would find it would take the whole
of this £5000 which they now asked
that House to vote in connection with
this item, and probably a very consider-
ably greater sum. They had been told
by the Premier that the people of Northam
made a certain pledge; he (Mr. Monger)
did not know what that pledge was, but
he ventured to say that it would be found
that not one-half of the people through
whose lapd this line ran ever made any
particular pledge. A certain gentleman,
and a very worthy gentleman, who repre-
sented that particular district, made a
pledge for these people. If the Govern-
ment felt that the pledge given to them
by this gentleman was binding upon
these people, he thought the present
Government had powers to obtain con-
cessions from the people which no other
Governmentintheworldhad. Inthe esti-
mate submitted by the Engineer-in-Chief
at the time this question of route was
being very much discussed, the cost of the
water supply along both routes was sup-
posed to be likely to be about equal. Mr.

[12 Seer., 1893.]

Loan Bill, 1893. 787
O'Connor estimated that the total cost
would be some few hundred pounds; but
now the Government said they required
£35,000 to find a proper water supply,
which clearly proved that the Engineer-
in-Chief’s estimates were not always
reliable. If that gentleman committed
such very grave errors of judgment in a
matter like this, how were they to place
reliance upon his future estimates?
Were they to take it for granted, here-
after, when the Government asked that
House to vote £10,000, £20,000, or
£30,000 for any particular service that
the amount asked for would afterwards
have to be doubled or trebled? He
koew it was futile for him to ask for
any support from members at present
with reference to the amendment which
he had given notice of ; but his principal
reason in giving notice of it was to bring
before that House—not for the first time,
and not for the last time he hoped—the
desirability, on some future occasion, of
constructing a line of railway from some
point between York and Beverley, passing
through the most fertile and most beauti-
ful agricultural area in the whole of West-
ern Australia, and connecting with the
Northawm-Yilgarn Railway at some point.
No doubt it would be some short time

- before any future loans would be asked

for by the present Ministry; but he had
every hope that the hon. gentlemen who
now held seats on the Treasury benches
would remain in that position for some
considerable time, and his principal reason
in bringing forward this matter at the
present moment was that, when next they
brought forward a Loan Bill for the
consideration of that House, they would
make a point of asking the House to
vote in that Loan Bill a sufficient sum of
money to eonstruct the particular line to
which he was now referring. He could
not conclude without saying that the dig-
trict which he had the honour to repre-
sent had not received that fair treatment
at the hands of the Ministry which the
district was entitled to. He only hoped
that the actions of the Minietry in the
future would, at all events, be such as to
show they were prepared to treat that
district more fairly than they had donein
the past. Im conclusion, he had only to
say that he bad no intention of proceed-
ing with the amendment standing in his
name.
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Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said the hon,
member for York was not in the House
when he explained that the Engineer-in-
Chief had made no estimate for the water
supply on this line, or the hon. mem-
ber would not have made ths remarks
which he did. The only estimate re-
ferred to in the Engineer-in-Chief’s evi.
dence was with reference to the prob-
able cost of providing a water supply
for the engine tanks, und the necessary
pumping appliances. It was absurd to
say that the Bogineer-in-Chief at that
time could bave estimated the cost of
providing a water supply along this route
between Northam and Yilgarn at only a
few hundred pounds. It was a moot
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question at the time what the cost would -

be, but it was always considered it would
form a considerable item. No blame
could for a moment be attached in any
way to the Engineer-in-Chief in con-
nection with this matter.

Item agreed to.

Item 2.—* Completion of the Mullewa
Ruilway, £86,000:”

Meg. MOLLOY said he must again
object to this large extra expenditure upon
this Mullewa Railway, a line which he
believed would never pay. Some time
ago an estimate of the probable traffic
was made, and it was then proved that
the country would suffer considerable loss
even upon the interest on the capital in-
vested, to say nothing of working ex-
penses. It would take about £8,000 a
year to pay the interest on the capital
expended in constructing the line, in-
cluding the sum now asked for. It was
known at the time the line was originally
sanctioned that the ouly traffic the line
would secure was the small wool traffic
from the pastoral districts northwards.
It was true that, since the line was first
sanctioned, the Murchison goldfields had
broken out, and that there was now some
better prospect of an improved traffic.
But the population on the Murchison
goldfield at the present time, after a con-
siderable interval since the discovery of
the field, had certainly not increased to
that cxtent as to justify this large ex-
penditure. When this question was before
the House last year, the Government. ob-
tained an additional .£50,000 to complete
the line, and a pledge was then given that
that sum would be sufficient. Now they
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had an estimate increasing that £50,000
by £36,000, which was out of all pro-
porticn in an estimate of that character.
The original estimate was £100,000, which
was subsequently increased by £50,000,
and now 1t was increased by £86,000,
which was altogether an unwarranted and
unjustifiable increase for a line of rail-
way of only about 60 miles in length.
He did not think the Government had ahy
warrunt for spending such a large sum
upon such a work as this. He was sure
it would be an enormous tax upon the
ratepayers of the colony, and he must
enter his protest against it. He felt it
wus useless to oppose the vote, but he
would press upon the Government the
necessity of payinyg close attention to see
whether they could notreduce thisamount,
and keep within the £50,000 which they
said last year would be emough to com-
plete the line.

Mr. CLARESON said he was of the

. same opinion as the hon. member for

Perth with reference to this line, and
always had been. It was no use object-
ing to this item now, as the work had
been let by contract, and the money must
be found to carry it out. He bad been
opposed to it from the very first; and,
when the Government asked for an extra
£5(,000, which they assured the House
would Dbe sufficient to finish the line, he
still objected, and ventured the opinion at
the time that it would not be sufficient.
Now it was found they wanted £86,000
instead of £50,000. Al who were ac-
quainted with the country opposed this
railway. He believed it was about the
only public work undertaken by the pre-
sent Ministry with regard to which there
wag a cortninty of its not being reproduc-
tive, He only wished they could, even at
this stage, strike it off the Loan Bill.

Mzr. R. F. SmowLwr asked how the item
was made up.

Tare COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) supplied the
information, in detail, showing that the
total estimate amounted to £196,000, but,

‘as there was a sum of £10,000 that would

probably be available, not being required
in counection with harbour works, that
would reduce the amount to £186,000, of
which the House had voted £100,000 on
the Loan Bill of 1891, and the balance
was now asked for. If the hon. member
would look up the Treasurer's speech
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when bringing forward the proposal for
£50,000 for the completion of the line, in
addition to the £100,000 originally voted,
he would see that the Engineer-in-Chief’s
estimate was about £170,000, but the
Treasurer said the Government would do
the best they could to complete the line
with the £50,000. He then told his hon.
friend that he thought it was a pity to
make any pledge of that kind, because he
was pretty sure that the Engineer-in-
Chief’s estimate would be realised. Mem-
bers might think that the Government
had been misleading them in this matter;
but there had been no misleading about it
at all, and, in reality, there was very little
difference in the sum now asked for and
what was asked for hefore, if members took
inte consideration the large amount that
had to be paid by the Gfovernment for
compensation for land at Geraldton,—a
sum altogether in excess of what they
ever expected. The hon. wember for

Toodyay said that m his opinion this
- would be one of the most useless lines
that could be constructed. That might
be the hon. member’s opinion, but he
could assure him it was not the opinion
of people who know more about the
country and its prospects than the hon.
member did.

M=z. R. F. SHOLL said this was
another bungle of the Government. When
this item was voted on the last Loan
schedule, there was a long discussion as
to whether the line should be started from
Geraldton or Minginew, and the item was
only carried by one vote; and he was
certain the Government would never have
carried it if members had any idea that
the line was going to cost this large sum.
He thought it was a great pity, when
money was being raised for public works,
that true estimates were not brought down
by the Government. It would have been
better for the country, and better in every
way, if the Government, instead of wish-
ing to paunder to gain a little popularity
in the town of Geraldton, had agreed to
build this line from Minginew instead of
Geraldton.

Ttem agreed to.

Item 3.—* Deviations to improve the
grades belween Fremantle and Beverley,
and relaying lhe same with 60-1b. rails,
£120,000:"

Mr. RICHARDSON asked for some
explanation as to the details of this ex-
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penditure. It struck one as being some-
what enormous. According to the rate
upon which the Government congratu-
lated themselves they could buwild rail-
ways, this sum of £120,000 would make
sixty miles of new construction, and find
the rails also. Taking this item, and the
other items on this Schedule conuoected
with railway improvements, they totalled
the enormous sum of £280,000, which
very nearly frightened him.

Mz, CLARKSON was very much in-
clined to wmove that this item be struck
out altogether. It was only patching up
what they all krew to be a useless line—
useless in the way of being too expensive
to work. He thought it would be better
to avknowledge the mistake wade in the
past with this line, and try to find a
better line, which could easily be done.
He believed that the amount now asked
to make these deviations would go a very
long way towards constructing a new line
altogether, and so open up a vast area of
good agricultural country, instead of
running through the wretched country
through which the present lire ran,
which gave strangers travelling along it
& very poor impression of our lands.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon, H. W. Venn) said this item
might appear large, but members were
aware of the enormous ¢xpense entailed
in working the present heavy grades, and
the consequent loss fo the revenue, At
one place there would be a deviation
of 18 miles in ascending the Darling
Range, which it was estimated would
cost £60,000; and the other deviations
were estimated to cost £25,000, which
would be £85,000. It was a very large
expenditure, but the result would be a
reduction of the present heavy grades to
1 in 50. Then there was the difference
in the cost of replacing the 45-1b. rails
with a 60-lb. rail. The former would be
charged to the Yilgarn Railway, upon
which they were being used. Then,
again, there was the itemm of sleepers.
The Engineer-in-Chief, when he made
bis estimate of the cost of this work,
did not believe there would be one.
tenth the number of slespers to be re-
newed as they had had to renew. It was
no use blinking the fact—it was not for
him to run down the jarrah timber of
the colony—but the fact remained thadt,
with all our experience and knowledge of
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the value of this timber, they had to pro-
vide £8,000 for renewing the sleepers on
this Eastern Railway—an amount that
was altogether unforeseen. No doubt
many of these sleepers would have stood
some years longer wear if there had been
n¢ neceseity to take up the mils; but
upon the rails being removed and the
gpikes taken out it was considered it
would be wiser economy to discard all
the sleepers that were in any way defec-
tive. In his opinion the fault was not
with the jarrah itself, but in cutting it at
the wrong season of the year.

Mr. ParersoN: Are these slespers
rotten or split?

Taex COMMISSIONER OF RAIIL-
WAYS (Hon. H W. Venn) said they
were so faulty that they had to be re-
newed. A good many of them were
rotten, or, at any rate, were in such a
condition that no one would be justified
in putting them down again.

Mr. CLARKSON said he had seen
them ; some were rotten, some split, and
somewarped. He wasafraid that the same
mistake was being made again in replacing
them with jarrah timber, when we had the
finest timber in the world along the line,
white He could show a post of
white gum that had been in the ground
over 50 years, and it was in as good con-
dition that day as it ever was.

Me. R. F. SHOLL thought it was a
great pity that this schedule had not
been referred to a select committee, so0
as to get the Engineer-in-Chief’s ex-
planation with regard to the whole of
these items.

Mr. MOLLOY said he thought it was
a question, even now, whether it would be
wise, in view of the extravagant cost of
the proposed deviations—one deviation of
13 miles costing £60,000—he questioned
whether it would be wise, even now, to go
on with these deviations. He doubted
if members would ever have agreed to
such an enormous expenditure as that for
_ such ashort distance, had they been aware

of it when they consented to these devia-
tions being made. It was really a ques-
tion whether it was too late, even now, to
abandon this costly undertaking, and
adopt another route altogether.

Tee PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest)
said the deviations had not been commenced
yet, although the House had authorised
them to be undertaken. Of course the
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great point that induced the Government
to propose these deviations, and which
also induced members to anthorise them,
was the fact that the present heavy grades
were ko expensive to work that it would
be a large saving to the country, in the
end, to incur this expenditure. The
Grovernment were not likely to undertake
the work for some time, until their finan-
cial position warranted it; but he always
understood that both the House, and the
country, desired that they should do away
with these very expensive grades, which
cost the colony so many thousands a
year.

Mr. RICHARDSON said the Govern-
ment were re-railing this line, and also
importing improved and more powerful
engines to work it, so as to cheapen the
cost of haulage. It was now further
proposed to spend £85,000 in deviations
—4£60,000 of which they were told would
only make 13 miles; all he had to say
was this: he hoped the Government, if
they found that the re-railing with a
heavier rail did cheapen the cost of haul-
age, as it was expected to do, and that
the new engines imported specially with
the view of working the present Heavy
grades worked satisfactorily, — all he
hoped was that the Government would
consider whether it was necessary to incur
all this expenditure upon deviations, and
whether it was not possible to make a
considerable reduction in this particular
item,

Me. CLARKSON moved, as an amend-
ment, that ne further sum be expended
on the proposed deviations beyond the
sum already expended, with a view
to the Government undertaking surveys
for the purpose of discovering a better
route.

Tae CHATRMAN ruled the motion
out of order.

Tur COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. 'W. Venn) said that
surveys had been made of other routes,
but the estimates were altogether beyond
the means of the Government. One
route would cost £269,000 and the other
£248,000.

Maz. CLARKSON said that the survey
had been made by a surveyor who rode
through the country at the rate of 50
miles a day.

Ttem agreed to.



Loan B:ll, 1893.

Item 4.—* Purchase of Land for Perth
Railway Slation and Yards, Buildings,
&e., tncluding Iron Bridge and Improve-
mente to Barrack Street, £85,000:"

Mr. B. F. 8HOLL moved that the
item be struck out. He did not think it
was likely to increase our credit in the
English market when they found thata
large portion of this Loan was to be ex-
pended in the purchase of land. They
were told in that House last year that
there would be sufficient to pay for this
land out of the money saved in building
the South-Western Railway. If there
was not, he did not think they should
raise the money by another Loan. He
thought if the Government economised,
they could do without this item.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forvest)
said it was absolutely necessary to have
these conveniences at Perth, in view of
the extension of our railway system and
the development of traffic. Of course the
hon. member was not serious in moving
to strike out the item, unless he wished
all the works in hand at the Perth station
stopped.

guestion put and negatived.

ltem ngreed to.

Item 5.—'* Fastern Railway, Miscellon.-
eons, £20,000;"

Mr. MONGER asked for some explan-
ation as to what was proposed to be done
with this money.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said, if
there was any item on the schédule he
should like to have seen increased, it was
this, Noline in Australia was ever hand-
ed over to a Glovernment in a more un-
finished state than this Eastern Railway.
The present Government had had to pro-
vide increased facilities in many ways,—
sidings, platforms, wayside stations, and
in a thousand-and-one other ways; and
8 great deal yet remained to Le done in
the way of improving the water supply,
new wayside stations, goods sheds, cattle
yards, crossings, and other conveniences,
—all of which came under this item,
otherwise they would have to be pro-
vided out of revenue. ‘He did not think
they should come out of revenue, being
improvements of a permanent character;
and, unless they came out of this Loan,
they could simply not be undertaken.
He had in his office a list of general
requirements needed to afford additional
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facilities on this line, and all he could say
was they could have done with another
£30,000 or £40,000.

Ttem agreed to.

Item 6. —* Additional Rolling Stock for
Ezigting Lines, £60,000 "

Agreed to.

Ttem 7.—* Additional Improvements to
opened Railways (exclusive of Fastern
Railway), £10,000:

Agreed to.

Item 8. — * Railway
£20,000:"

M=r. SIMPSON asked where it was
proposed to spend this £20,0007?

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W, Venn) said there
was a Commission then sitting to report
upon the Workshops, and untal the Gov-
ernment were in possession of that re-
port, it would be a difficult matter
for the Government to say where the
‘Workshops were to be. But, wherever
they would be, it was absolutely neces-
sury that provision should be made for
improving the present accommodation.
He only hoped it would be at some spot
that would meet the growing require-
ments of this establishment.

Ttem agreed to.

Itewn 9.—' Roads ; and also Roads to
Railway Stations, £10,000:"”

Agreed to.

Ttem 10.—* Development of Goldfields
and Mineryl Resources, £40,000."

Mr. SIMPSON said there was a
rumour abroad about the Government
going to bring a thousand tons of coal
from the Collie coalfield to Bunbury, ata
cost of about £2 a ton for earting alone.
He did not, know whetbher there was any-
thing in the rumouar; if there was, it was
gimply playing with this coalfield.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said there
was no intention on the part of the Gov-
ernment to play with the Collie coalfield.
The Government had a, sincere desire to
do the best they could for the develop-
ment of this field. They had a practical
test of the value of the coal the other day
on the trip to Bunbury, and the result,
as members were aware, was very satis-
factory. The Government believed there
were many millions of tons of coal there,
and their intention was to call for tenders
for raising some of it. It was estimated
it would cost ubout 6s. a tou to raise it,

Workshops,
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and he thought the cartage from the field
to the intersection of the present railway
could be done for about 14s. or 15s. per

fon, at any rate in the summer months.

It was true they had had to pay £2 a ton
for carting a few tons, during the winter,
in order to give a practical proof to the
public that the coal was what it was re-
presented to be. The Government in-
tended having a trial survey made of a
railway to the coalfield, and, he assured
the hon, member, they had no idea of
trifling or playing with this valuable coal
deposit.

Me. SOQLOMON congratulated the
(Gtovernment on the announcement just
made by the Commissioner of Railways.
He thought everyone would be pleased
to hear that some practical effort was to
be made to develop this valuable re-
source; and he was sure that if the Gov-
ernment deemed it advisable to build a
line of railway to the field it would meet
with all the support it deserved.

Me. TRAYLEN said if it were to cost
£5 a ton, instead of £2 a ton, for a little
while, to bring this coal to a market,
with the view of testing its value, he did
not know that it would matter much.
The point was, would they be justified in
spending £100,000 in providing a railway
and shipping facilities, until they were
perfectly satisfied as to the value of the
field. He was delighted that the Gov-
ernment were not going to commit
themselves to Mr. Thowpson’s tender
mercies.

Mgz. SIMPSON said the Commissioner
of Railways told them that he thought
he could get coal carted from the field to
Bunbury for 15s. a ton. The hon. the
Commissioner was responsible for some
very cheap railways, but if he thought he
was going to get coal carted for 13s. a
ton from the Collie field to Bunbury,——

Tre CommissioNER oF Rainwars
(Hoen. H. W. Venn): Not to Bunbury,
but to the intersection of the line.

Mg. SIMPSON said be was afraid the
hon. gentleman would find it could not
be done. He only hoped that the Gov-
ernment were not going to go in exten-
gively for working the fields themselves.

Twe COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) said the

Governmenthad no intention of going into :

the coal-mining business on a large scale,
but would be prepared to deal with bond
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Jide capitalists. The Government were
fully abve to the importance of developing
this particular industry, but at the same
timne they were not prepared to accept
proposals of all kinds, from all sorts and
conditions of people, to carry out schemes
which in the opinion of the Government
were not worthy of being considered. So
long as he had the honour of filling the
position he held, he certainly would be
opposed to that state of things which
had occurred in this tolony in the past,
when people without capital to back them
came to the colony and got the Grovern-
ment to grant them huge monopolies,
ufterwards to be hawked about all over
the world, with the view of making
money for themselves at the cxpense of
this colony.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL said that £40,000
was a large smn of money no doubt.
Still it was absolutely necessary that
everything should be done to have our
goldfields™ developed. He only hoped
that more care would be taken in the
future in going properly to work in con-
gerving water on our goldfields than had
been shown in the past. When they con-
sidered that we were attracting the very
cream of the working men of the othercolo-
onies to our shores, to seek to develop our
goldfields, the Government should offer
them every assistance and encourage-
ment; only he hoped thev would go
more systematically to work with this
£40,000 thaxn they had done in the past.
There was not the slightest doubt in the
world that the future of this colony
depended very largely upon its gold-
mining industry. Tt was a mistake to
say that agriculture was the backbone of
the country. If it was, all he could say
was it was a very weak backbone. The
agriculturists of this colony having been
given railway facilities wanted reduced
rates, and, not only that, they wanted
protective duties on all they produced,
while they must bave their own machinery
admitted duty free; yet, with all this,
they were unable to compete with the
foreign grower. It was absurd, there-
fore, to say that agriculture was the
backbone of the colony. He thought the
real backbone of this country was its
gold-mining industry, and a very strong
backbone it was. He hoped the Govern-

' ment would not confine the expenditure

of this £40,000 to Yilgarn and Cool.
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gardie, but would distribute it fairly
among all the goldfields of the colony.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) said the
Government were fully alive to the im-
portance of the gold-mining industry, and
also to the necessity of doing all in their
power to develop that industry. But it
wag a mistaken opinion on the part of
the public, and of some hon. members,
that the Government should be respon-
sible for finding water for men wherever
they wished to go to. The Government
did not induce these men to go; on the
contrary they had been warned mnot to
ge until this question of a water supply
had been settled. But they heeded no
warning, and, although the Government
were willing to do, and were doing, all
they possibly could in this direction,
they could not folow every rush, and
undertake to find water. All they could
undertake to do was to endeavour to find
water and conserve it at certain points,
where these people could fall buck upon
it during the summer season ; and, within
that limit, there would be no effort want-
ing on the part of the present Govern.
ment fo carry out that object, and, he
trusted, with success.

Mz. R. F. SBHOLL asked the Com.
missioner of Crown Lands whether the
Government were satisfied as to the com-
petency of the gentleman they had em-
ployed to look after or superintend the
water supply ? It was a very serious
and important matter, and, unless the
man entrusted with the work was »
thoroughly competent and thoroughly
practical man, they might waste thou-
sands of pounds. Personally he had no
knowledge of the competency or incom-
petency of the gentleman in question,
but he certainly had heard that he was
not the man for the position he occupied.

Mr. PATERSON said he could not
allow one statement of the hon. member
for the Gascoyne to go unchallenged.
That hon. member said that the agricul-
turists were not the backbone of the
colony, or, if they were, that they were a
very weak backbone. He could assure
the hon, member that if they had not a
very good backbone they would not huve
been 1n the position they were in now,
but would have succumbed to their diff.
culties long ago. The hon. member said
they wunted their machinery admitted
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duty free. Why not? Were they not as
much entitled to consideration as regards
their machinery as those who were en-
gaged in the gold-mining industry were.
The hon. member said the real backbone
of the colony was the gold miner. He
differed from the hon. member entirely.
He only hoped we should not find some
of these men whom he culled the back-
bone of the colony kmocking about our
street corners raising the cry of the un-
employed, when the summer season sef
1mn.
Itemn agreed to.
Item 11.—* Improvemenis to Harbours
and Rivers, including Jelties and Dredging,
£15,000:”

Agreed to.

Ttem 12.—* School Buildings, £15,000:"

Mz. R. F. SHOLL asked where this
money was going to be spent P

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the hon. member would find a list of
the school bhuildings intended to be built,
on the Estimates for the last half-year.
The Government found they were not
able to undertake all these boildings out
of revenue. They extended all over the
country from Albany to Roebourne.

Me. MONGER said he did not see
York amougst them. They wanted a
school building at Greenhills and other
parts of the district, which were far
more important than some of the places
enumerated on the Bstimates,—Mount
Barker, for instance, and Broome Hill.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
gaid they would be glad to meet the
wishes of the hon. member if they found
it possible. The items mentioned oun the
Estimates were only those voted by the
House last year.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said he rather
doubted the wisdom of the policy of
raising loans for school Vuildings. Of
coarse it was necessary and wise on the
part of the Government to build schools
where they were absolutely necessary;
but to go and put wp school buildings
all over the colony, simply hecause mem-
bers wanted to please their constituencies,
was not a wise or prudent policy. They
must remember that it was not only the
cost of the erection of these schools but
also the cost of their upkeep afterwards.
He hoped the Government would satisfy
themselves that these schools were ab-
solutely required, and that the class of
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achool buildings erected would not be on
the same extravagant scale as their rail-
way stations.

Item agreed to.

Ttem 13.— Charges and Ezxpenses of
raising Loans, £25,000:"
© Agreed to.

Preamble and title

Agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
report adopted.

ADJbURNMENT.
The House adjourned at six minutes
past 5 o'clock p.m.

Legislatibe Bssembly,
Wednesday, 13th September, 1893.

East Perth Brickflelds: Motion for Adjowrnment—
Fremantle Water Supply Bill: third reading--Loen
Bill, 1893 t.h.udrenxﬁn g—Chinese Immigrntion Act
Amendment Bill! in ~ committee—TLegal Practi.
tioners Bill: consideration of Legislative Council's
amendments — Tarif Bill: second reading—Ad-
journinent.

Tae SPEAKER took the chair at
4-30 pm,

PraYERS.

EAST PERTH BRICKFIELDS.
MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT.

Mze. CANNING: I wish to move the
adjournment of the House to debate n
matter of urgent importance; that is, the
present condition of the old brickfields in
:!m Ea.s:.empmtof the d;.i;l,, Their condi-
ion, at present, is a ger to people
going about after dark. The exca.vla;iiclv)ns
are nearly full of water, and they are for
the most part unprotected. A serious
accident may occur there at any time.
Moreover, their condition, at present, is a
source of danger to the public health.
When the hot weather sets in we shall
have large pools of stagnant water, that
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will drain away very slowly, and, whilst
evaporating, disease might germinate
there, and be carried all over the town.
In any case, these brickfields, in their pre-
sent condition, are a source of great in-
convenience and discomfort to the resi-
dents of the neighbourhood, being a hot-
bed for mosquitoes. But a graver reason
for some action being taken in order to
rectify the present state of things is the
menace to the public health. If disease
arose in that part of the town, the proba-
bility is it would spread all over the town,
Although the origin of disease is some-
what obscure, it is generally conceded
that stagnant water 1s one very serious
source of disease. Moreover, the present
appearance of thig spot is a blot upon the
appearance of the town. But that, per-
haps, would not be considered a sufficient
reason for incwrring any considerable ex-
pense in filling up these excavations.

Tue Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
‘What are the City Council about ?

Mr. CANNING: I am now drawing
attention to a matter that concerns the
whole community. If the City Council
fails to do its duty, it is the duty of the
Government to step in.

Tex Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forreat):
No representations have been made to the
Government on the subject by anybody.

Me. CANNING: There are general
complaints ever since the brickfields have
been deserted ; and Ithink that immediate
steps should be taken, firstly, to enclose the
land with a sufficient fence, and to drain it,
which, I suppose, would not be a very
difficult matter—it must be on a some-
what higher level than the river, Prob-
ably the work of filling it up would be a
more costly operation; but against that
we may place the value of the land that
would be made available for sale, and for
building and other purposes. I think,
having called attention to the matter, the
Government might very fairly send some
competent official from "the Works De-
partment to report upon it; and, if they
take action forthwith, they will give
general satiefaction to the people residing
in that part of the city.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) :
It is not very long ago since the hon.
member himself came with a deputation
to the Glovernment asking us to keep
these very brickfields open ; and the Qov-
ernment, at their request, kept them open



